Description of KIPO’s Authority File

The IP publication data of KIPO (Korean Intellectual Property Office) is in XML format based on WIPO ST.96 and the Authority File for patent and utility model is in CSV format based on WIPO ST.37.

The description below covers the following items for the Authority File: 1. Criteria for Assigning Application & Publication Numbers, 2. Numbering System, 3. Data Components Quantity of Authority Files, and 4. Exception Codes used by KIPO.

1. Criteria for Assigning Application & Publication Numbers

[bookmark: _GoBack]Once a patent is filed by the applicant, KIPO assigns an application number for the Patent. After a specific period of time (i.e. after 18 months from filing of the patent application), a publication number is assigned when the application is published. Then, a registration number is assigned when the Examined Publication is issued.

If there is a withdrawal or abandonment of the patent before being published, the publication number and publication date are not created since the publication for such patent was not published.

If the decision to grant the patent registration is made before 18 months, such as under the accelerated examination system[footnoteRef:1], a corresponding registration number is assigned without a publication number. A registration number is not assigned if the patent application is rejected even after issuing a publication.  [1:  Accelerated Examination System: According to the Korean Patent Act (Article 61), the Commissioner of the KIPO can direct an examiner to examine one application in preference over another under certain circumstances.] 


2. Numbering System

Unexamined Publication (A) and Publication of Application (B1)[footnoteRef:2] use the numbering system: IP right (2digits) / Year (4digits) / Sequence Number (7digits). However, Publications of Application was discontinued in 1998 and was replaced with Examined Publications (B1)[footnoteRef:3] which follows the numbering system: IP right (2digits) / Sequence Number (11digits).  [2:  Publication of Application: If an examiner finds no ground to reject a patent application, the application will be published where afterwards anyone may make a request for opposition within a certain period. This type of publication was discontinued after a policy change in 1998 and has been replaced by the Examined publication. ]  [3: ] 


The change in the numbering system of B1 resulted in a divergence in the sequence numbers Therefore, the Authority File is made up of three different files: Unexamined Publication (A,U), Publication of Application (B1,Y1), Examined Publication (B1,Y1).


< (e.g.) Numbering System for Unexamined Publication & Publication of Application >
	 IP Right (2digits)
 Patent (10),: Utility Model (20)

	Year (4digits)
	Sequence Number (7digits)

	1
	0
	1
	9
	8
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1



< (e.g.) Numbering System for Examined Publication >
	IP Right (2digits)
10: Patent, 20:Utility

	Sequence Number (11digits)

	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	7
	6
	9
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0


3. Data Components & Total Amount of Authority Files

This is an example of an Authority File that contains country code, publication number, kind code, publication date and, if applicable, the exception code. The Authority File uses kind codes according to the CSV format (i.e. Unexamined publication (A,U), Publication of Application(B1,Y1), Examined Publication(B1,Y1)).

< (e.g.) Authority File in CSV Format >
	Unexamined Publication
	Publication of Application
(Discontinued)
	Examined Publication

	KR,1019830000001,A,19830325,
KR,1019830000002,A,19830325,
KR,1019830000003,A,19830325,
KR,1019830000004,A,19830325,
...
KR,1019830000007,A,,U
KR,1019830000008,A,19830325,
	KR,1019790000001,B1,19790226
KR,1019790000002,B1,19790226
KR,1019790000003,B1,19790226
KR,1019790000004,B1,19790226
…
KR,1019790000020,B1,19790226
KR,1019790000021,B1,.U
	KR,1001176900000,B1,19990218,
KR,1001176910000,B1,19971004,
KR,1001176920000,B1,19971004,
KR,1001176930000,B1,,U
...
KR,1001178660000,B1,19980701,
KR,1001178670000,B1,,U



< Quantity of Authority File by Data Type & Kind Code >
	Data Type
	Kind Code
	Quantity

	Unexamined Patent Publication
	A
	2,989,186

	Publication of Patent Application
	B1
	127,050

	Examined Patent Publication
	B1
	1,806,621

	Unexamined Utility Model Publication
	U
	586,067

	Publication of Utility Model Application
	Y1
	117,338

	Examined Utility Model Publication
	Y1
	381,219

	Total
	6,007,481



4. Exception Codes

Out of ten publication exception codes in ST.37, KIPO utilizes three types of publication exception codes in their Authority File. The following table shows the definition and quantity of each exception code used. :

	Publication Exception Code
	Definition
	Quantity

	U
	Unknown Publication Numbers
	149,345

	P
	Paper Documents Available Only
	219,020

	X
	No XML in ST.96 or Error
	5,285

	Total
	373,650




