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[Part 1] IP5 Joint Statement: Celebrating ten years of IP5
cooperation (31 May 2017)

The IP5 Heads of Office met in Valletta, Malta, on 31 May - 1
June 2017, to celebrate ten years of IP5 co-operation, take stock of
achievements to date, and decide the future direction of their

initiatives.

On 31 May, the IP5 Heads of Office met with representatives of
industry groups from the five regions (“IP5 Industry”) to discuss
users’ expectations of the future strategic direction of IP5
co-operation. They also took this opportunity to share the results of

the past decade of co-operation with IP5 industry.

Based on the vision established in 2008 by the IP5 Heads of Office
at their meeting in Jeju, Republic of Korea, to eliminate unnecessary
duplication of work among offices, to enhance patent examination
efficiency and quality, and to guarantee the stability of patent rights,

major results from the first ten years of IP5 co-operation include:

- The Global Dossier which provides a gateway for applicants to access

file wrappers of the IP5 Offices online through a single portal free of
charge;

- the Common Citation Document (CCD), a compilation of citation data

relating to a patent family treated by the IP5 Offices, available online

and free of charge;

- the IP5 Common Application Format (CAF) which sets a common

format for entering applications with the respective IP5 Offices;




- the Priority Document Exchange (PDX), eliminating the burden for

applicants in terms of providing priority documents to the offices of

second filing;

- an IP5 Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) scheme allowing applicants

to accelerate prosecution of their applications and IP5 Offices to reuse

available work results;

- the IP5 Patent Information Policy setting the framework for exchanging

and disseminating patent information in the IP5 region;

- the IP5 Global Dossier Task Force and the IP5 Industry Consultation

Group which provide platforms for incorporating users’ views on

technical projects into the IP5 co-operation;

- the IP5 Quality Management Meeting (OMM) which provides a

plattorm for the IP5 offices to share quality management experiences

with an aim to deliver high-quality products to the users;

- the Mutual Machine Translation (MMT) project reducing language

barriers and assisting users to understand patent information available

in the languages of the IP5 offices

- improvements to existing classification systems making prior art and

patent information more readily accessible to examiners, applicants and

other stakeholders;

- the creation of the IP5 web-site to inform users of the patent system

and interested circles of the activities and concrete benefits of the IP5

co-operation.

For more information about ten years of IP5 cooperation, please
see:
- Commemorative publication: “Better services for users and the public:

10 years of IP5 co-gperation’



[Part 2] IP5 Joint Statement: A new Vision for IP5
co-operation (1 June 2017)

The IP5 Heads of Office met in Valletta, Malta, on 31 May - 1
June 2017, to celebrate ten years of IP5 co-operation, take stock of
achievements to date, and decide the future direction of their

initiatives.

The global patenting landscape has significantly evolved in the past
ten years. This is not least due to new emerging technologies,
continuously increasing numbers of patent applications cross-filed
between the IP5 offices and changing user needs. In response to
these developments, the IP5 offices are jointly expanding the focus of
their co-operation towards creating a modern patent prosecution
environment for the benefit of all stakeholders. To this end, the IP5
offices have reviewed their ongoing activities and projects and

redefined the IP5 vision to read:

The IP5 Offices envision: harmonized and cost-effective patent practices and
procedures, enhanced wark-sharing high-quality and timely search and
examination results and seamless access to patent information to promote
an efficient, cost-effective and user-friendly international patent landscape

Building on the 2015 and 2016 IP5 joint statements, the IP5 Heads of
Office restated the vital importance of industry involvement in the
IP5 co-operation and renewed their intended commitment to
strengthening the dialogue with industry stakeholders from the IP5
regions to ensure that the IP5 projects support the needs of the user

community effectively.



With a view to enhancing their co-operation further and providing
better services to users and the public, the IP5 Heads of Office

intend to focus their endeavors on:

(1) Pursuing efforts towards harmonized patent practices and procedures:
against the background of growing numbers of cross-filings, the IP5
offices endeavor to strengthen their efforts to explore the potential for
harmonizing aspects of their patent practices and procedures to reduce
the workload and costs for applicants filing their applications in

multiple jurisdictions in parallel.

(2) Optimizing quality management: the IP5 offices aim to work toward
the continuous improvement of patent quality and the delivery of high

quality products and services.

(3) Maximizing the work-sharing potential within the IP5: recognizing
the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) as one of the most successful
international frameworks for work-sharing, the IP5 offices plan to
continue to work with World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)
towards optimizing the solid functioning of the PCT system, including
testing a collaborative concept for international searches under the PCT,
and explore other work-sharing options tailored to the changing

examination environment.

(4) Improving patent information services: the IP5 offices strive to
intensify work on the Global Dossier taking into account users’ needs,
and promote easy access to and in-depth utilization of patent

information.

Prior to the meeting, the IP5 Heads of Office met representatives of
industry groups from the five regions (“IP5 Industry”) to discuss
users’ expectations of the future strategic direction of IP5

co-operation.

More information on the IP5 co-operation can be found at

www fiveipoffices.org.
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