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Non-Resident IPR Applications

Top 10 Countries/Regions
(unit: cases)Patent              Utility model              Industrial design              Trademark

 
3.1%Japan

14,990      30      1,087      3,858      Total 19,965   

 
0.8%Switzerland

1,307      3      192      1,191      Total 2,693      

 
1.1%USA

13,111      46      1,491      6,925      Total 21,573  

 
5.6%

United
Kingdom

1,061      3      91      1,259      Total 2,414       

 
2.7%Italy

458      7      177      1,019      Total 1,661         

 
5.4%Germany

4,222      11      223      1,972      Total 6,428     

 
8.5%Netherlands

987      4      216      357      Total 1,564  

 
4.9%France

1,544      7      232      1,375      Total 3,158     

 
1.7%

Taiwan
(Province of 
China) 1,108      146      61      475      Total 1,790        

 
18.1%China

3,723      173      885      7,643      Total 12,424    

• Non-resident applicants filed a total of 84,243 IPR applications (a 1.9% increase from 2018).

•  Non-residents from the USA filed the largest portion of IPR applications at 25.6% and non-residents from Japan filed the 
most patent applications by at 31.6% out of 129 countries.  

*Including PCT, Madrid, Hague international applications

(unit: months)
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2019 IP Trends

Top IPR Filing Domestic & Overseas Companies

   Year-over-year comparison2019 2018 (unit: cases)

Patent Top 5 WIPO Technology Fields

Top 10 Technology Classifications 
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Patent Applications by Technology

(unit: %)

    Electrical engineering         
    Chemistry          
    Mechanical engineering         
    Instruments          
    Other

33.7%
 -0.8%

13.5%
 1.7%

21.7%
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11.0%
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20.1%
0%

Total
100%

※ WIPO IPC-Technology concordance table (35 technology fields)

(unit: cases)

Computer technology 

Semiconductors 

IT methods for management 

Medical technology 

Transport 

Civil engineering 

Digital communication 

Other special machines 

Measurement 

Electrical machinery, apparatus, energy 
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15,805      2.0%
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10,294      -0.6%

10,215       24.7%
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8,095      2.0%

7,898      1.8%

The field of electricity accounted for 33.7% of total patent applications in 2019.

The majority of applications were from the field of electric machinery, apparatus, energy, and the field of computer technology in 2019.
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