
Overview of Key Data in 2021
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• KIPO as the Receiving Office (International Phase) (unit: cases)
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• KIPO as the Designated Office (National Phase) (unit: cases)
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IPR Registrations

2021

145,882

57,545

136,629

1,817

12.6%

341,873

2017

120,662 

49,293 

116,708 

2,993 

1.1%

289,656 

2018

119,012 

49,905 

115,025 

2,715 

1.0%

286,657 

2019

125,594

52,850 

125,661

2,417 

6.9%

306,522

2020

134,766

50,694

116,153

2,056

0.9%

303,669

Total : 117 Countries and Regions

(unit: cases)Patent              Utility Model              Industrial Design              Trademark

 
0.1%Japan

14,165      30      825      2,880      Total 17,900  

 
13.1%USA

15,512      21      1,326      7,223     Total 24,082

 
0.6%Germany

3,738      4      180      1,679      Total 5,601

 
14.0%France

1,628      3      247      1,262      Total 3,140

 
24.6%China

6,294      158      1,281      7,920      Total 15,653

Non-resident IPR Applications filed at KIPO

Top 5 Countries/Regions
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IPR Applications and Registrations by Year

IPR Applications
*Including PCT, Madrid, Hague international applications

(unit: cases)
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2021

237,998

64,787

285,821

4,009

6.3%

592,615

2017

204,775 

63,453 

182,918 

6,809 

1.3%

457,955 

2018

209,992 

63,680 

200,341 

6,232 

4.9%

480,245 

2019

218,975 

65,039 

221,507 

5,447 

6.4%

510,968 

2020

226,759

67,583

257,933

4,981

9.1%

557,256 

16 17



2021 IP Trends

Patent Applications by Technology

Top 5 WIPO Technology Fields

(unit: cases)

Electrical

36.1%
82,249

Chemistry

21.1%
48,125

Total
100%

Other

10.3%
23,483

Mechanical 

18.4%
41,966

Instruments 

14.1%
32,217

Top IPR Filing Domestic & Foreign Companies

   Year-over-year comparison2021 2020 (unit: cases)

Patent 1st. 2nd. 3rd. 4th. 5th. 

1st. 2nd. 3rd. 4th. 5th. 

1st. 2nd. 3rd. 4th. 5th. 

Domestic

Foreign

2,975
3,000    0.8%

601
505    19.0%

67
8    738%

63
63  -  

9,857
7,742    32.5%

4,008
5,345    25.0%

2,605
-

2,600
2,957    12.1%

687
623    10.3%

546
603    9.5%

Industrial Design

Domestic

Foreign

1,129
1,129    46.5%

193
197    2.0%

407
289    40.8%

403
788    48.9%

573
684    16.2%

67
140    52.1%

52
33    57.6%

Trademark

Domestic

Foreign

905
829    9.2%

1,869
191    879%

446
1,043    57.2%

450
767    41.3%

449
142    216%

64
80    20.0%

96
44    118%

83
56    48.2%

72
70    2.9%

644
527    22.2%

129
175    26.3%

623
397    56.9%

223
193    15.5%

18 19



Change in Applications by FieldsIP Application Trends: Before and After the COVID-19 Outbreak

Change in Applications by IPR Change in Proportion by Applicant Type

By IPRs

2021 IP Trends

(unit: cases)

Applications by Applicant type for each IPR

Trademark

Miscellaneous Large Enterprises
Small and Medium-

sized Enterprises
Medium Enterprises Individual (Domestic) Individual (Foreign)

Patent

Before

Before

Before

After

After

After

75,086 22,018 95,468 84,226 95,328 56,841

81,303

22,111

117,785 84,700 98,052 60,806

    8.3%     0.4%     23.4%     0.6%     2.9%     7.0%

Industrial 

Design

    9.0%  4.0%     7.0%     0.6%  4.2%     7.8%

7,650 5,662 43,301 58,992 10,042 3,072

8,336 5,435

46,330 59,340

9,618 3,311

19,689 27,073 122,130 183,473 61,186 8,297

22,645 30,594

175,488 246,727

87,734 10,566

*Rate of Change: Comparison of before (2018~19) and after (2020~2021) the COVID-19 outbreak.
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8.3%

28.9%

2.8%

464,757

543,754

132,370
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128,719
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2020~2021

10.5%

9.8%

5.6%

5.1%

26.6%

29.8%

33.3%

34.3%

17.0%

14.5%

7.0%

6.5%

• Patent - WIPO Technology Classification

Before

1st. 2nd. 3rd. 4th. 5th. 

31,141 23,789 22,491 21,163 20,388

Electrical Machinery/Energy Computer Technology Semiconductor IT Methods for Management Transport 

After

1st.(-) 2nd.(-) 3rd.(   1) 4th. (   2) 5th. (  2)

33,970 29,301 28,192 24,150 23,640

Electrical Machinery/Energy Computer Technology IT Methods for Management Medical Technology Semiconductor

• Industrial Design - Locarno Classification 

Before

1st. 2nd. 3rd. 4th. 5th. 

10,764 9,683 9,250 9,015 8,467

Building / 
Construction Elements

Packages and Containers 
for Transport 

Telecommunication 
Processing Equipment

Articles of Clothing Furnishing

After

1st.(   3) 2nd.(-) 3rd.(  2) 4th. (  1) 5th. (   3)

13,091 10,513 10,158 9,525 9,475

Articles of Clothing Packages and Containers for 
Transport

Building / 
Construction Elements

Telecommunication 
Processing Equipment

Office Equipment/
Artist Materials

*Excludes Class 35• Trademark - Nice Classification 

Before

1st. 2nd. 3rd. 4th. 5th. 

44,462 43,607 39,184 29,074 27,965

Cosmetics Computer Software Restaurants and Food Services Education and Sports Services Clothing

After

1st.(   1) 2nd.(   1) 3rd.(  2) 4th. (   1) 5th. (  1)

55,582 49,837 44,799 34,634 33,474

Computer Software Restaurants and Food Services Cosmetics Clothing Education and Sports Services    15.0%     13.0%     43.7%     34.5%  5.6%     27.3%

*Before: Total number of applications during 2018~19
*After: Total number of applications during 2020~21
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