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Statistical
overview of

IPR application
The total number of applications for industrial property rights in 2010 was 362,074 cases. There were
305,495 cases of applications (84.4%) by local residents and 56,579 cases of applications (15.6%) by

foreigners.
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cases cases cases
Domestic : 131,805 (77.5%) Domestic : 13,193 (96.6%) Domestic : 53,601 (93.7%) Domestic : 106,896 (88.3%)
Foreigner : 38,296 (22.5%) Foreigner : 468 (3.4%) Foreigner : 3,586 (6.3%) Foreigner : 14,229 (11.7%)

IPR registration
The total number of registrations for industrial property rights in 2010 was 159,977 cases. There were

128,838 cases of application (80.5%) by locals and 31,139 cases of registration (19.5%) by foreigners.
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68,843 4,301 33,697 53,136
cases cases cases cases
Domestic : 51,404 (74.7%) Domestic : 4,199 (97.6%) Domestic : 31,523 (93.5%) Domestic : 41,712 (78.5%)
Foreigner : 17,439 (25.3%) Foreigner : 102 (2.4%) Foreigner : 2,174 (6.5%) Foreigner : 11,424 (21.5%)

Request for trial
The number of requests for trials in the Intellectual Property Tribunal (IPT) dropped to 13,876 cases.

There were 9,163 cases of application (66.0%) by local residents and 4,713 cases of registration (34.0%)
by foreigners.
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9,274 559 689 3,354
cases cases cases cases
Domestic : 5,751 (62.0%) Domestic : 543 (97.1%) Domestic : 649 (94.2%) Domestic : 2,220 (66.2%)
Foreigner : 3,523 (38.0%) Foreigner : 16 (2.9%) Foreigner : 40 (5.8%) Foreigner : 1,134 (33.8%)

Request for PCT international searches

The number of requests for PCT international searches soared from 5,898 cases in 2006 to 22,707 cases
in 2010. In particular, foreigners’ requests for PCT international investigations to the Korean Intellectual
Property Office grew significantly.

2006 2008 2010 Average Annual Increase
Domestic : 14.4%
5,898 18,818 22,707 Foreigner : 108.5%
cases cases cases Total : 40.1%
Domestic : 5,163 Domestic : 7,165 Domestic : 8,830
Foreigner : 735 Foreigner : 11,653 Foreigner : 13,877

Average pendency period for examinations

In 2010, we averaged 18.5 months for the first action pendency period for patent and utility model
examinations and 10 and 10.6 months for design and trademark examinations, respectively. The
average total pendency periods for patent/utility-models, design and trademark applications were
24.6,11.3, and 14.1 months.
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Staff

Our staff of 1,548 includes 843 examiners and 99 judges. To help shorten the pendency period for
examinations, we plan to recruit around 301 examiners by 2015.

Examiners
N Patent & Utility model : 712
= Industrial designs : 36
p1e|r55§r?s .7 Trademark : 95

Judges : 99
Others : 606
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